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Workshop Outline

A. Definitions and Principles
- Placemaking and Quality of Life
- Three Types of Placemaking

- Main Street as Place
Role of Main Street
Principles, Characteristics and Indicators e randou

B. Downtown Walking Assessment
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Why Placemaking?

- Placemaking can restore or enhance community assets that
support a high quality of life.

 Develop locally-driven solutions to economic and demographic
challenges that are facing rural Nebraska'’s long-term vitality.

* Encourage young people to stay in or return to their communities.

« Learn criteria that you can use in your community to strengthen place
and quality of life.
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What is Placemaking?

Placemaking is the creation of quality
places and spaces that attract people to
live, work, and play in an area.

Quality Spaces and Places are:
« Safe
Inviting

o Great Activities & Destinations
ATy Designed for Lingering
Interactive and Social

Unique
Accessible & Flexible

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE Nebra;lclat
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Types of Placemaking

Strategic
Placemaking

Physical Land Uses
Form

and Functions

(= 1. Tactical Placemaking

PLACES

Creative | 0 2. Creative Placemaking

Placemaking

3. Strategic Placemaking

(used in combination or in sequence)
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1. Tactical PIacemaking

w4y Tactical Placemaking is short-term

- M'_ 4 5! ey § action for long-term change and
), s »,; Tf;f“ g . W& “Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper “ describes
RETIET TTE AT Teig @ sk g Jocal development strategy that pro-

duces some of the world’s most suc-
cessful public spaces.”

Object Based Design
Inexpensive
Quickly Implemented
Short-term
Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE Nel“)rassl‘%a
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1. Tactical Placemaking
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TACTICAL URBANIST'S GUIDE
TO MATERIALS AND DESIGN [VEZSOAE

DECEMBER 20% | CREATED BY THE STREET PLANS COLLABORATIVE. WITH FUIDING FROM THE JOHN S. AYD JAMES L KNGHT FOURDATION
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2. Creative Placemaking

Creative Placemaking strategically
shapes the physical and social char-
acter of a neighborhood, town, city or
region around the arts and cultural ac-
tivities.

Art & Entertainment
Identity

Social Space
Culture & Heritage
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2. Creative Placemaking
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3. Strategic Placemaking

Strategic Placemaking is targeted
process involving projects/activities in

certain locations that results in quality, sustain-
able, human-scale, pedestrian-oriented,
bicycle-friendly, safe, mixed use, green places
with lots of recreation, arts and culture, housing
options, historic buildings, public spaces and
civic engagement.

Key Spaces, Places, Corridors
Main Streets & Downtowns
Land & Building Development
Long-Term

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE NebraLskla
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l\/\aln Street as Place Role of Maln Street
“ﬁ»’l!f l T

> It is the heart and soul of every small > The health of the surrounding town is
town. dependent on a "healthy” Main Street.

> It reflects the values, history, and culture > Itis absolutely crucial for citizens of
that a community possesses. communities to unite to preserve and

> It is the social, economic and cultural revitalize these treasured parts of town.

spaces that all citizens come to live,
work and play within.

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE NebraLskla
INCon



Results from:

April 2021 focus groups with civic leaders, diversity, young
professionals, industry leaders, high school students, older
generation, and small business owners and September Envision
Columbus community event:

high end restaurants, boutiques, bakery, rooftop
dining, kid spots, children museum, bookstore
housing for young and old > 24/7 district

simple uniform downtown appearance (timeless)
trees and facade improvements

walkable, handicapped accessible

restore and maintain buildings

expand to include 11th Street

vibrant downtown

regional center - pulling from an hour away
attract “destination” businesses
entertainment district

cultural and historic destination

vV VVyV VYV VYV

V V.V VYV
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Main Street as Place: successful Downtowns

Principles
1. Community Plans

ORGANIZATION

2. Organization

3. Promotion

4. Economic Development
5. Design

Main Street Four Point Approach

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE Nebra;lclat
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Main Street as Place: Principles, Characteristics and Indicators

Main Street and Quality of Placemaking Assessment Tool

There are three main purposes for this Main Street Placemaking Assessment Tool.
1. Tohelp ities and Main Street izati the scope of what might be involved in enhancing their Main Street to
become a more social and economic generator in their community through Placemaking.
2. To help communities think about Placemaking in the context of larger efforts of strategic planning for their community and region.
Placemaking is a vital part of strategic planning for economic development,
. To help communities and Main Street organizations determine their capacity to be more effective in Placemaking at the present time, and
determine what to do to become more effective in the future.

o i T i A . Help communities understand the scope

A. Community Plans
Community izations and y plans and ordi set the stage for effective Main Street placemaking development. - . - . .
Comprehensive Plans articulate land use and zoning, identify key retail districts, hierarchy of street network, and set up short and long
term strategies for economic success. Downtown Development Plans (DDP) establish boundaries for the development area and identifies I n V O I V e d I n e n h a n C I n t h e I r M a I n S t re e t
improvements, open space, considers pedestrian networks and linkage to adjacent neighborhoods, and parking strategies. =
Comprehensive Plans and DDP are translated into zoning ordinance and other codes reflecting the goals of both. It identifies Main Street
as a mix-use district with build-to-lines, open store fronts, outdoor dining, ground floor signage standards, increased density, pedestrian
friendly elements, flexible parking requirements, incentives for mix-use development, live/work units, and infill development, sign
ordinances, building ordinances that support sidewalk seating for restaurants, and high standards for type and quality of building materials

2. Help communities think about their Main

Indicator Not Present Highly Present Comments about Quality

w

Characteristics
and Source

Identifies Main Street District as a mix-use 0 1 2 3 4 5

N Streets in the context of a larger

Plan Includes goals, objectives and strategies for the
creation of public open space on Main Street 0 1 2 3 4 5
District

[]
Municipal Website | Includes goals, objectives and strategies for a
pe s psatsnmes | p anni ng etto
system that includes Main Street District access, [ ]
circulation and parking
Establishes a boundaries for the development

i o o1 2 4
Dot | Ze s s s C
Development Plan 9
An open space plan o1 2 3 4 5
Coordinate redevelopment strategies and capital » 1 2 3 . 5
Municipal Website | improvements

I I [ [ [ I (]
oo s s e 3 el COI I I I I I u I I Itl eS d ete rI I I I I Ie t e I r
Allows mix-use districts and prioritizes the Main [ ]

Street District

Establishes build-to lines, open store frons,
outdoor dining, ground floor sign standards,

L] L]
increased density and pedestrian friendly
capaci O be more etrectlive
3. Zoning and Promotes flexible zoning that promotes infil

Building
Ordinances

Allows for flexible parking requirements 0 1 2 3 4 5

Provides incentives for affordable housing,
Municipal Website | Mixec-use development, infil and vetworkunits | ., g -
in Main Street Districts and key centers, nodes
and/or corridors
Ordinances that permits decorative banners for
advertising festivals andlor
Building codes that enable sidewalk seating for
restaurants

Main Street and Quality of Placemaking Assessment Tool 1
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Landscape Architecture Program 04_18

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE Nebraska
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Main Street as Place: Community Plans

7 H Principle #1: Community Plans

Community organizations and community
plans and ordinances set the stage for
effective Main Street placemaking
development. Boundaries, land use, zoning,
codes, build to lines, incentives, TIF districts...

Envision Columbus 2040
Comprehensive Plan

Characteristics

- Comprehensive Plans

- Downtown Development Plans
- Zoning and Building Ordinances
- Transportation Plans

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE Nebra;lga
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Main Street as Place: Community Plans

GOAL 7.0:
Columbus’ Downtown is a self-
sustaining, exciting, mixed-use,
living, shopping, dining, and
entertainment environment with
programmed events and activities

N 5 SER LaE A\ N e O | for local residents and visitors alike.
< e e R = B 75 s il
i i . UNIVERSITY JOF
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Main Street as Place: Community Plans

Continuation of Existing Plans

K2 MARCH
(!:—.;’) downtown strategies 2022

The Five
Pillars

Through our Downtown Strategic Visioning
process, we assess the five pillars of your

Downtown
Strategic
Vision

Downtown Columbus, NE

downtown’s mix to provide a true road map
to revitalization.

What we deliver, you can implement.

etailstratagies.com 205]314-0386 |  info@rstailstrategies.com
2200 Magrolia Ave South, Suits 100 Birmingham, AL

market analysis

we help you uncover and define the economic potential in your Downtown
area.

policy & administration

set the foundation for smart growth.

design

thoughtful design supports a community’s transformation.

tourism & promotion

pOWer your economic engine.

economic vitality

creating opportunity for investment.

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE Nebraska
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Main Street as Place: Organization

City of Chamber of Principle #2: Organization(s)

Columbus LQ%E@J <D~ Commerce A formalized organization establishes
consensus and cooperation by building
partnerships among the various groups
that have a stake in the Main Street
District.

Characteristics

Program Director

Downtown 13th Street Officers and Boards
Business Association Business Association P3 rtnerships

Convention and Committees
Visitors Bureau Strategic Plan

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE NebraLskla
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Main Street as Place: promotions
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Nebraska on
Facebook

DBA Columbus,

Vst Dauinionn. Coluwndius!

Be Our Guest!

A jewel in our Columbus, Nebraska community is
it's historic downtown. Filled with a wonderful
mix of retail and business, the downtown has
also become a focal point for many fun-filled
events, many of which are created by the
Downtown Business Association, LLC.

This organization has been in existence for over
fifty years. In 1987, a reorganization took place
bringing the group to it's present form and
currently boasts of a membership of 120. The
tireless involvement of the members and leaders
has made our downtown the envy of other
communities. We invite you to come and taste
the warmth and hometown atmosphere of
downtown Columbus, Nebraska.

DBA MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Downtown Business
Association is lo develop the downtown area as
a blend of retail shopping and business that
showcases hometown values with historical
traditions.

DBA Brochure

Print out our Specialty shop Brochure which includes

a map of our specialty shops and restaurants.
Print Brochure

Membership Application

Scrapbook

Events

Lawn Chairs on the Square
Thursdays 7:00-8:30 pm,
June 10 - August 19 2021

Sidewalk Sale and
Downtown Runaround
Saturday, July 17 2021

Columbus Days
August 19 -22 2021

Mustang Ford Car Show
August 21 2021, 8 am - 4
pm

Columbus Days Parade
August 22, 2021 - 3:00

Farmers Market
Frankfort Square
May 1 - Oct 30, 2021 7:30 -
noon

Trick or Treat Day
October 29, 2020
4:00 - 6:00 pm

Spring Easter Egg Hunt
March 27, 2021, 1pm
Ages: 2, 3, 4, and 5 yr olds
Frankfort Square

Marching Band Parade
Sept. 26, 2020 - 10:00 am

Holiday Tree Lighting
November 19, 2020 6:00
pm

Small Business Saturday

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE

Principle #3: Promotions

To create a positive image that will
rekindle community pride and improve
consumer and investor confidence in your
downtown district.

Characteristics
- Website
Branding

- Market and Advertisment
- Culture and Art

Nebraska

Lincoln



Main Street as Place: promotions and Events
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Main Street as Place: culture and Art

SUMMER 7
eoncenr ) FSZ4e ( coNceRT

SERIES 7§\ SERIES
8

FREEDOM ROAD! JUNE 4TH, 2022 7PM

F ran kfo rt Questions: Contact Parks and Rec @

402-937-5643 or email at

S q u a re betsy.eckhardt@columbusne.us

SOMETHING
=
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Main Street as Place: cuiture and Art
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Main Street as Place: cuiture and Art

COLUMBUS

CITY OF POWER

:(‘/ ; /- Lii\_IrE aP
[+ Downtown

L Established 1856

£
‘;,_A ‘i:N_,‘
r[mnoﬂ“
)“3'\\11 AJ‘MLLVEIH

YN apon e

7

Lavender Thyme | |
~ Gifts & Kid’s | |

Nebraska
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Main Street as Place: Economic Development

“+  Principle #4: Economoic Development
- Economic development strengthens the
community’s existing economic assets while
diversifying.

Characteristics

- Land Use

- Business Types and Variety
- Business Practices

- Business Appearance

%Iieta
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Main Street as Place: Design

Principle #5: Design

Main Streets are the nexus of neighborhood
@ and community life, with high pedestrian vol-

umes, frequent parking turnover, key tran-
sit routes, and bicyclists all vying for limited
DESIGN space. Streets are the most fundamental
public spaces in our communities.

downtown stratecies

Characteristics

- Safe and Efficient

- Pedestrian Oriented
- Sociability

Thoughtful design supports a community's transformation by

enhancing the physical and visual assets that set the - S u Sta INa b I e

commercial district apart.

- Historic Preservation & Adaptive Reuse
- Unique Identity and Sense of Place

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE Nebralgl@
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Main Street as Place: Connectivity
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Maln Street as Place Access, Circulation and Parkmg
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Main Street as Place: safe and Efficient
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Main Street as Place: pedestrian Oriented & Sociability

! Transcenden(
: And/Medical

3

L*g Google « =

Nebraska Extension Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference, Columbus, NE NebraLskla
INCon



Main Street as Place: pedestrian Oriented & Sociability
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Main Street as Place: pedestrian Oriented & Sociability

Furnishing
Zone

Pedestrian Zone Frontage Zone
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Main Street as Place: pedestrian Oriented & Sociability
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Main Street as Place: pedestrian Oriented & Sociability
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Main Street as Place: pedestrian Oriented & Sociability
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Main Street as Place: Historic Preservation and Adaptive Reuse
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Main Street as Place: Historic Preservation and Adaptive Reuse
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Main Street as Place
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Mam Street as Place
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